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SUBJECT: YEMENI/PORTUGUESE RELATIONS 

REF: SANA 2633 

THE CONSENSUS AMONG POLITICAL OBSERVERS HERE IS THAT 
THE YEMENI DECISION TO CUT RELATIONS WITH PORTUGAL HAS 
COST PORTUGAL VERY LITTLE. PORTUGAL'S RELATIONS WITH 
YEMEN ARE VIRTUALLY NON-EXISTENT. THE YEMENI DECISION 
WAS BRIEPLY SEIZED UPON BY THOSE HERE WHO OPPOSE THE 
RECENT PORTUGUESE DECISION TO NORMALIZE DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS WITH ISRAEL AS EVIDENCE OP POLITICAL COSTS 
IN THE ARAB WORLD. BUT IP YEMENI ACTION HAS "SHAKEN 
UP" LISBON, GOP IS HIDING IT WELL. 
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